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Headline News of the IPL
The Internet Public Library is hosted by Drexel University’s College of Information Science & Technology, with support from managing IPL partners University of Michigan and Florida State University, and associate partner, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.   Since the move to Drexel in January 2007, the IPL has seen some major accomplishments:

· The managing IPL partner schools were recently awarded an IMLS grant entitled, “A Virtual Learning Laboratory for Digital Reference:  Transforming the Internet Public Library. “  Drexel University’s iSchool, in collaboration with the University of Michigan, Florida State University will transform the IPL into a fully featured virtual learning laboratory for digital reference.  Additional support will be provided from consultants at Washington University, Syracuse University, and University of Pittsburgh.   Enhancements that will result from this grant include digital reference learning objects available to faculty in all ALA-accredited LIS programs, a laboratory with access to new technologies used to offer digital reference service, and a collaborative learning community for faculty, students, and working librarians.
· Between January 1 and June 1, 2007, the Internet Public Library processed 6,497 questions through its Ask a Question service.  Thirteen LIS colleges/universities joined with the IPL to incorporate digital reference training through this service.  By the spring, there were 571 students-in-training under the direction of 16 instructors from 13 LIS programs working with IPL staff and services.  

· The IPL is providing year round training.  For the first time, this educational component will involve students during the summer months.
· IPL permanent and volunteer staffs have increased to meet developing needs of the IPL’s educational demands and to maintain the high quality standards of its question-answer service.  Volunteer staff has more than tripled, due to outreach, recruitment, and marketing efforts.  Volunteers offer valuable assistance with the daily operation of the Ask a Question service.

Permanent staff now includes:

· Cathay Crosby - Assistant Director, User Services

· Mike Galloway – Manager, Digital Collections

· Malissa Ruffner – Administrative Coordinator
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